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Political Science .Learning Outcomes

Students completing the Bachelor's of Asts or Science in Political Science
generally specialize in cither American politics or a global approach.

In general, successful Political Science majors will:

Understand and be able to inter relate the leading theories, literature,

and approaches in the subfields of American Government. political theory and
methods, intemational relations, and comparative politics.
Have a competence in the basic methodology of research and analysis in
political science and be able to analyze and formulate effective argumentation
about the political world in writing and oral presentation, making use of that
competence.

Critically assess the actions of actors in the political process and determine
their motives. <

Understand the decisions human beings make in political settings, including
those regarding the forms of government available and understand the
philosophical underpinnings of political systems, major ideologies, and
political parties,

Students successfully completing a specialization in the study of American politics

will:

Understand the foundations of American government, including the structure
of and relationships between the branches of government.

Be able to identify the differences between major political parties in the
United States and how the electoral process functions.

Know how laws are made, policies are developed, programs implemented, and
what influences and constraints are placed upon the process.

Students successfully completing a specialization in the study of world politics will:

Be able to describe and explain political theory, political systems around the
world, and politics in the international arena,

« Understand the fundamental concepts, issues, and theories central to

comparative politics and intemational relations, and

« Be able to explain the similarities and differences between various types of

polities and how they affcct their behavior.
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Learning Outcomes of Economics

As an Economics major at URI, you will develop a skill set that will serve you well for the future, Below are the
specific learning outcomes that we aim for all our students to achieve.,
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Framing Language and Program Goals:.

Literature courses in the Department of English offer students the opportunity to study influential writings from the
British, American, and global Anglophone traditions. Courses may focus on a historical period, an issue or theme, a
critical approach, or a literary genre. Literature provides imaginative and critical insights into all areas of human
experience-war and peace, nature and culture, love and sexuality, selfhood and social identity, justice and atrocity,
Uwsauvdmdlhepmfnne.lhebm’densofhistorymdthedmnsoflheﬁnure.Leamingtomendtothe
complexities of literary texts helps students become more active and critical readers, and the creative aspects of
literary texts highlight the ability of the written word to elicit feeling, to cultivate an imaginative openness to others’
experiences, and to call us to account as humans. Studying literaturc at the college level encourages all PLU
graduates to view the reading of challenging and imaginative texts as an essential and rewarding part of a life-long
commitment to learning and growth.

Literature: Literary study explores how writers from a vast array of cultural traditions have used the creative
resources of language-in fiction; poetry, drama, and non-fiction prose-to explore the entire range of human
experience. The practice of reading literary texts exercises the imagination, cultivates a capacity for understanding

ambiguity and complexity, and instills sensitivity to the diversities of human existence. Literary study builds skills
of analytical and interpretive argument, helping students become creative and critical writers.

Element Learning Outcomes

The English Department has developed the following leaming objectives for 190 and 200-level literature courses.
Students may also fulfill the Literature Element by taking a 300-level literature course, which will include more
advanced learning objectives in addition to those listed here, (Please refer to the English Department's list of
leaming outcomes for majors):

The student will:

1. Gain an introductory knowledge of the some of the issues explored in influential works of the English-language
tradition, and of some of the stylistic strategies writers have used to explore those issues.

2. Read complex texts actively: recognize key passages; raise questions; appreciate complexity and ambiguity;
comprehend the literal and figurative uses of language.

3. Appreciate literary form: recognize how form and structure shape a text’s meaning; appreciate how genre
generates expectations and shapes meanings.

4. Interpret texts with an awareness of and curiosity for other viewpoints.

5. Practice writing as a process of motivated inquiry, engaging other writers’ ideas through the use of quotations,
paraphrase, allusions and summary. Use sources well and cite them correctly.

6. Increase confidence in speaking publicly: articulate clear questions and ideas in class discussion; listen
thoughtfully and respectfully to others” ideas; and prepare, organize, and deliver engaging oral presentations,

7. Attend to a wider range of voices within and across cultures.

8. Enjoy the experience of reading challenging literature: appreciate literature’s ability to elicit feeling, cultivate the

imagination, and call us to account as humans.



4. Graduates of this degree will be knowledgeable of disciplines outside the faculty,
Graduates will be able to:

Demonstrate an understanding of the concepts, principles, theories and arguments of their
selected areas of study outside the core disciplines of economics and business,

GENERIC SKILLS
Graduates of the degree will have the capacity to:

work collaboratively and productively in groups.

use basic mathematical and statistical tools of analysis.

apply critical and analytical skills and methods to the identification, evaluation and
resolution of complex problems.

engage confidently in self-directed study and research,

communicate ideas effectively in both written and oral formats.

operate effectively in multicultural and diverse environments.

use effectively information from diverse sources.

be proficient in the use of appropriate information technologies.

critically evaluate new ideas, research findings, methodologics and theoretical
frameworks in a specialised field of study.

recognise and understand the ethical responsibilities of individuals and organisations in
society.

GRADUATE ATTRIBUTES
Bachelor of Commerce graduates will have the following attributes and skills:

Academically excellent

Analysis and evaluation of evidence in the commerce disciplines in support of an
argument, proposition or solution to problems in organisations and in society.
Strategic and critical thinking in relation to business and commerce related issues.

Research skills including the retrieval of information from variety of business,
commerce and economics sources.

Knowledgeable across disciplines.

Synthesis of knowledge across disciplines.

Problem solving through the application of appropriate theories, principles and data.
Skilled in the use of computer systems and software used in commerce and business
through practical assignments, exercises and demonstrations.

Attuned to cultural diversity



Aware of cultural differences and able to account for these in developing solutions to
commerce related problems,

Active global citizens

Effective communicators on matters related to economics and commerce.
Participants in discussion and debate on national and international issues related to the
disciplines of the faculty.

Leaders in communities

Effective decision makers in business and commerce.
Ethical and collegial in professional practice.
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